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September 13, 2021

A whole new hemisphere

UW-Superior basketball player makes the trek from New Zealand

Students just starting their college careers face countless changes, from meeting new people to learning how to get around
campus. Some must even adjust to living in a time zone that’s one or two hours di�erent from home — or in Rachel Pike’s case,
17 hours.

Pike, who will play basketball and major in biology this fall at the University of Wisconsin-Superior, was born in Burnsville,
Minnesota, but moved with her family to New Zealand when she was just two years old.

“We moved here because my parents wanted my brothers and me to have a global experience from a young age,” Pike said. She
has dual citizenship in the United States and New Zealand, and grew up in Raumati Beach on the Tasman Sea, a suburb of
Wellington on the country’s north island. Her extended family members live around the country in Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Missouri, Wyoming and California, so prior to the pandemic she was able to visit the U.S. almost every year.

Hooked on basketball

Pike started playing basketball at about age ten. She was hooked, and became more and more serious about the sport as the
years passed. She eventually attracted the attention of Lead Scholarships, a non-pro�t recruiting agency in New Zealand, and her
athletic talents caught the eye of more than 65 schools. UW-Superior quickly rose to the top of her list.

“I chose UWS initially because of the comfort I felt from the connection I formed with [head coach] Zach Otto-Fisher, but also due
to the UWS location being surrounded by nature and close to Minnesota, near the majority of my extended family members,”
Pike said. “I'm also a very hands-on learner, so the small class sizes along with the many course o�erings really drew me in.”

Scholarship lifts �nancial burden

In addition to being recruited for the basketball team, Pike also won the prestigious Swenson Scholarship. It’s awarded annually
to ten incoming freshmen of academic merit and �nancial need who will study chemistry, biology, math or computer science. As
an international student with added travel expenses, the scholarship lifted a heavy weight from her shoulders.

“Receiving the Swenson Scholarship brings so much relief to my family and myself,” Pike said. “Words cannot describe the
gratitude I have for this scholarship!”

Pike is looking forward to continuing to play the sport she loves at a higher intensity college level. She’s also excited about
experiencing a new culture, exploring Wisconsin’s outdoor opportunities and being closer to much of her extended family. And
coming from a region that doesn’t get snow except in the mountains, she’s eagerly anticipating her �rst northern Wisconsin
winter.

“I'm excited to experience living in the snow and experiencing a real ‘White Christmas,’ as New Zealand’s Christmas is in
summer!” she said.
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A world of opportunities

When she’s not exploring her new home or practicing her free throws, Pike will be spending her time studying biology. She has
yet to narrow down her career focus, but realizes that an academic grounding in biology will open up a wide variety of
possibilities.

“I would like to either work with plants to �nd new medications or sources of healing; work with plants to help our climate crisis;
or be a rehab therapist for those who have spinal/brain or sports-related injuries,” Pike said.

She’s also open to exploring where her basketball career might take her.

“I'm inspired by my coach Jacinta Beckley, who played professionally in Europe, Australia, and New Zealand,” Pike said. “I think
basketball would be a great pathway to go down while I'm in the body I'm in, then go down a new pathway in the medical �eld
later on.”

Wherever Pike’s journey takes her next, Yellowjackets basketball fans will have plenty of chances to cheer her on in the
meantime.
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